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DATE MAILED: 

^ NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

^ fl£S!r " /zr) - 

The request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 filed on v£ IS 

improper for reason(s) indicated below: 

□ ■ 1. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to an application for a design patent. 
Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 



□ 2. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application that was filed before 

June 8, 1995. Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). 

□ 3. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to an application unless prosecution in 

the application is closed. If the RCE was accompanied by a reply to a non-final Office action, 

the reply will be entered and considered under 37 CFR 1.111. If the RCE was not accompanied by 

a reply, the time period set forth in the last Office action continues to run from the mailing date of that 

action. 



rj 4. The request was not filed before payment of the issue fee, and no petition under 37 CFR 1.313 was 
granted. If this application has not yet issued ss a patent, applicant may wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.313 to withdraw this application from issue, or a continuing application 
under 37 CFR 1.53(b). 

□ 5. The request was not filed before abandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or proceedings terminated on . Applicant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1.137 to revive this abandoned application. 



□ 6. The request was not accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) as required by 37 CFR 

1.114. Since the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or 
notice of allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

7. The request was not accompanied bye submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the 
application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or notice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 



Note: If a request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) has been filed in 
the utility or plant application (including a previously filed CPA) that was filed on or after May 29, 2000, the 
request for a CPA has been treated as a RCE because the CPA practice no longer applies to such 
application. The constructive RCE, however, is improper for reason(s) indicated above. 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with any reply. 

Direct the reply and any questions about this notice to: 



, Examining Group 



(703) 3 0 . 
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DATE MAILED: 

NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

The request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 filed on ic is 

improper for reason(s) indicated below: 

rj 1 . Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application for a design patent. 
Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 

rj 2. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application that was filed before 
June 8, 1995. Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). 

□ 3. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 does not apply to an application unless prosecution in 

the application is closed. If the RCE was accompanied by a reply to a non-final Office action, 

the reply will be entered and considered under 37 CFR 1.111. If the RCE was not accompanied by 

a reply, the time period set forth in the last Office action continues to run from the mailing date of that 

action. 

q 4. The request was not filed before payment of the issue fee, and no petition under 37 CFR 1.313 was 
granted, if this application has not yet issued ss a patent, applicant may wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.313 to withdraw this application from issue, or a continuing application 
under 37 CFR 1.53(b). 

□ 5. The request was not filed before abandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or proceedings terminated on . Applicant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1.137 to revive this abandoned application. 

□ 6. The request was not accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) as required by 37 CFR 

1.114. Since the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or 
notice of allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

7. The request was not accompanied by a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the 
application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or notice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

Note: If a request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) has been filed in 
the utility or plant application (including a previously filed CPA) that was filed on or after May 29, 2000, the 
request for a CPA has been treated as a RCE because the CPA practice no longer applies to such 
application. The constructive RCE, however, is improper for reason(s) indicated above. 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with any reply. 

Direct the reply and any questions about this notice to: 

, Examining Group . 
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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

RE: Application Serial No.: 09/381,631 

Applicants: Pierre JEANVOINE, et al. 
Filing Date: March 1, 2000 
CPA FILED: May 23, 2002 

For: METHOD AND DEVICE FOR MELTING AND 

REFINING MATERIALS CAPABLE OF BEING 

VITRIFIED 
Group Art Unit: 1731 
Examiner: S. Vincent 

SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 
NOTICE OF APPEAL; APPEAL BRIEF W/APPENDIX (IN TRIPLICATE); PETITION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME; COPY OF NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED 

EXAMINATION (RCE) 

Our check in the amount of $1,160.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
variance exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted 
documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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